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Yes (98%)

No (2%)

Do you live in Rancho Viejo?
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• 196 total responses (approx. 7%)
• Nearly all current residents (98%)
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Age Range

How old are you?

Survey Respondents 2022 ACS 2020 Census

• Children/young adults children underrepresented
• Better representation of middle-aged and older populations
• BUT responses from nearly all age group

Just over ½ of survey 
respondents are 55 
or older

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nearly all of the 196 surveys response were residents. 
And include responses from nearly all age groups, except for Children and Young Adults. 
However, just to a thing to keep in mind, the survey responses are MOST representative of adults 55 and older – who were more than half of our respondents
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How long have you lived in Rancho Viejo?

Average Years Living in Rancho Viejo: 
14

• Better representation of long(er)-term residents
• BUT responses from include a good variety 

 

50% of respondents 
report living in Rancho 
Viejo for more than 10 
years

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I think we also have pretty good representation ranging between recent and long-term residents. 
Though again, just to keep in mind, our responses are MORE representative of long-term residents – more than 10 years
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Safety

Visual asethetic (built &
natural)

Friendly/welcoming people

Location (highways/cities)

Close to family

I'm from here

Work

It is affordable

For the area schools

The town is growing
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Why is Rancho Viejo home? What are Rancho Viejo’s key strengths?

Small-town / Friendly feel

Safety and Security

Location

Engagement / Pride

Amenities / Attractions

Committees / Orgs.

Local Government

Area Schools

Local 
Businesses

6

• Most respondents choose Rancho Viejo as home for safety and the attractiveness of the city's built and 
natural features

• Related, Rancho Viejo’s top selected strength is safety & security
• Friendly/welcoming people & small-town/friendly feel also top draws/strengths

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We asked residents to help us understand why they choose Rancho Viejo as home and what they feel are the community’s key strengths. 
As you can see here, most respondents identified Safety as a key attraction but notable for me - and maybe for our focus on parks – is that nearly 70% also selected the built and natural visual aesthetic as a key attraction. 
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Pick one word to describe the Rancho Viejo you would like to see in 10 years. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The survey also asked residents to help us understand how they envision Rancho Viejo’s future. 



How much to you agree or disagree with these statements about the kind of community Rancho Viejo should be?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
More specifically we asked  what kind of community they envision. 
The three most strongly agree upon community statements were:
Family-oriented – 75% of respondents strongly agreed
Pedestrian and Bicycle Friendly – 70% strongly agreed
And Environmentally Friendly – 68% strongly agreed



What are Rancho Viejo’s key challenges for improving residents’ quality of life?

Local Parks / Outdoor Spaces

Street Conditions (Potholes, Cracks)

Housing / Yard Conditions (structures need repair, debris in yard)

Amenities / Attractions (more for residents to do, to draw visitors)

Local Businesses (need more, more support)

Water / Wastewater Services

Drainage (flooding)

Affordability (housing costs, in general)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
But, respondents also agree that their community faces some challenges for improving local quality of life. 
And based on Rankings, Local Parks was the highest overall concern



What are Rancho Viejo’s key challenges for improving residents’ quality of life?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And, just to explain briefly, that that ranking is based on overall inclusion in the top 4 choices



PARKS FINDINGS
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What types of sports do you and your family like to do?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Walking / Biking / Hiking

Swimming / Water Sports

Fishing / Hunting / Boating

Tennis

Pickleball

Basketball

Soccer

Cross County / Running / Track & Field

Football

Baseball / Softball / Little League

Volleyball

Cheerleading / Dance / Gymnastics

Horseback Riding / Rodeo

Boxing / Martial Arts

BMX / Skateboarding
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Variety of activities (especially Walking/Biking/Hiking)
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Daily / most days

About once a week

A few times a month

Once a month or less

I don't go to the children's park
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How often do you go to the children's park?

Few, infrequent visits to public park

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based on responses, we’ve learned that residents enjoy a variety of activities, but the few visit the public park
And those who do tend to visit once a month or less
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Lack of age-appropriate facilities for users 
other than small children (72%)

Park’s small size as a disincentive (4%)

Appearance / maintenance concerns including 
general condition as well as specific concerns 
about insects (ants, mosquitos, etc.) (4%)

Why do you not visit the park, and what factors would increase your likelihood of visiting?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Open-ended responses clarified that this is largely due to the feeling that the park lacks age-appropriate facilities for them – which make sense it’s focus on children. 
And, the desired facilities mentioned in these same comments speak generally to this difference. 
Respondents are interested in workout stations, presumably for adults, as well as trails
Though shade and supporting facilities like restrooms and water fountains for the playground were also mentioned



Increase park size / develop new parks
#1

Install supporting facilities at existing 
parks

#2

Maintain existing parks and park 
facilities

#3

Install additional equipment and sports 
courts/fields

#4

Improve/maintain safety at the park
#5

Improve the appearance of the park
#6

Improve access to park (parking)
#7

What should Rancho Viejo’s park priorities be? What new facilities would you like in Rancho Viejo?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Close-ended question responses, yielded similar results:
 (a) residents expressed a desire for the city to develop additional park space and install additional facilities 
(b) AND among the offered new facilities – a new trail scored highest
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Children’s Park serves approx. 8% of households
 Additional 195 households within a 10-minute walk

Level of Service (Developed acres per 1,000 Residents)
Current = 0.2
Recommended Minimum = 1 / At least 2.5 more acres

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Adding to that, some initial standards-based findings
At its current size – just under ½ an acre - Children’s Parks serves about 8% of local households
This translates to a level of service about 0.2-acres of developed parkland per 1,000 residents
Rancho Viejo would need at least 2.5 acres of new park or park expansion to increase this service level to 1 acre per 1,000 residents
-
There are additional households within a roughly 10-minute walk of the park – or ½-mile
But as you can see in the image on left, this still leaves most residents out of the park’s service area
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based on currently semi-developed and agricultural/vacant land, there are numerous opportunities to develop new parkland with the city limits
However, I recognize that space is at a premium
So, I wanted to start our next conversation with all options considered or in mind
The map the left shows that same semi-developed or vacant parcel by the resulting potential park type
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Park Type Use Service Area Desirable Size Desirable Site Characteristics

Minipark
Specialized facilities that serve a 
concentrated or limited population or 
specific group such as tots or senior citizens

< 1/4-mile radius ≤ 1 acre
Within neighborhoods and close to 
apartment complexes, townhouses, housing 
for the elderly or Central Business District.

Neighborhood Park 
/ Playground

Area for intense recreational activities such 
as field games, court games, crafts, skating, 
and picnicking; also for wading pool and 
playground apparatus area

¼-to-½-mile radius to serve a 
population up to 5,000.

1-to-15+

acres

Suited for intense development; easily 
accessible to neighborhoods; geographically 
centered with safe walking and bike access; 
may be developed as a school-park facility

Community Park

Includes areas suited for intense recreational 
facilities, such as athletic complexes, large 
swimming pools; may be an area of natural 
quality for outdoor recreation, such as 
walking, viewing, sitting, picnicking.

Several neighborhoods 1-to-2-
mile radius

15-to-25+ acres

May include natural features, such as water 
bodies, and areas suited for intense 
development; easily accessible to 
neighborhoods

Linear Park

Area developed for one or more modes of 
recreational travel, such as hiking, biking, 
canoeing, horseback riding. May include 
active play areas.

N/A
Sufficient width to protect the 

resources and provide 
maximum use

Built on corridors, such as utility right-of-way, 
bluff lines, vegetation patterns, or roads that 
link other components of the recreation 
system or community facilities such as 
schools and libraries.

Special Use

Areas for single-purpose recreational 
activities such as golf courses, nature 
centers, zoos, conservatories, gardens, 
outdoor theaters. Also, plazas or squares in 
or near commercial centers, boulevards, and 
parkways

N/A Variable Within city limits

Conservancy
Protection and management of the natural 
or cultural environment with recreational 
use as a secondary objective

N/A
Sufficient to protect the 

resource
Variable, depending on the resource being 
protected.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Supported by descriptive table
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GrantWorks Next Steps: 
 Follow up with a digital copy of this presentation, including discussion prompts

Next Meeting:
 Board discusses/selects preferred short-, medium-, long-term improvement scenario(s)



PARKS DISCUSSION
PROMPTS
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Could an existing park be expanded? 
•  Where?
•  Which facilities would fit? 
•  Which facilities would serve a wider/the widest 

user base?

Children’s Park would need to increase by at least 0.5-
acres to serve a larger population (based on location). 

However, this would still leave 76% households outside 
of the service area and the LOS below 1.0.

Are there potential opportunities for a new park in the 
short-, medium-, or long-term?
•  What size(s)?
•  Where?
•  What are the key challenges to achieving this 

goal?

Are there potential opportunities for trails development 
in the short-, medium-, or long-term
•  Where?
•  What are the key challenges to achieving this goal?

Is the City open to allowing temporary-use to increase 
park access?

Currently only 8% of Rancho 
Viejo households are served 

by a public park 
(based on location)

The Level of Service (LOS) 
(based on acreage) Is also 

lower than the 
recommended minimum 

(1.0 acre per 1,000 
residents) 

Rancho Viejo needs at least 
2.4 additional acres of 
developed parkland to 

achieve the recommended 
minimum

Residents are very 
interested in trails 

development 
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